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VIEW FROM COPENHAGEN
“Countries like Ukraine must under-
stand that democratic reforms come
first if they want to move closer to the
rest of Europe with all the advantages
that follow. Not the other way

around.”

BERLINGSKE TIDENDE

VIEW FROM BALTIMORE

“The U.N. Security Council’s journey to Nairobi last week culminated
with a signed commitment between the government of Sudan and
rebel leaders in the south to resolve the country’s 21-year civil war by
year’s end. But the two sides made the same pledge last year. ... On a

more pressing issue, the council’s meeting — its symbolic locale aside
— offered no indication that the humanitarian crisis in the Darfur

region would end soon.”

THE (BALTIMORE) SUN
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QWERTY economics
show market strength

hen you get to work this morning, sit down at your

desk to a burned cup of office coffee and your morn-
ing e-mail, I ask you to contemplate that fixture of work-
ing life: the QWERTY keyboard.

Have you ever wondered how the keyboard got the way
it did? I have. I've experimented recently with different
key arrangements on my own board, a trivial thing to do
in Microsoft Windows. As a chronic tendonitis sufferer, I
have an incentive to try less fatigue-inducing alternatives
to QWERTY, even if my words-per-minute get handicapped
in the process. One promising arrangement I found is
called “Dvordk.” It purports to be laid out on strictly
ergonomic principles, placing the most frequently used
keys in the most prominent positions. Despite this I am
finding little relief so far. Typing, no matter how I slice it,
just plain hurts.

Investigating further, I found to my surprise that con-
troversy has swirled for years among economists over
whether Dvordk or QWERTY are superior, and how QWER-
TY gained its market dominance. The lowly keyboard, it
turns out, more than just an overlooked symbol of life in
our networked world, is Exhibit A in the case against free-
market capitalism.

The typewriter was invented in 1868 and, so the story
goes, the now-familiar QWERTY keyboard was selected
precisely because it prevented fast
typing, which jammed the keys.
Though it may have been the right
design for the time, QWERTY critics
say, we’ve all been suffering its inef-
ficiencies since, and a mass conver-
sion to Dvordk should be undertak-
en forthwith by the computer
industry. More tellingly, these crit-
ics say that government is needed
to force that conversion on us.

This isn’t a conspiracy theory.
Mainstream economists like the lib-
eral-left Paul Krugman discuss the
so-called “Economics of QWERTY.”
This is the familiar story of BETA vs.
VHS, Mac vs. PC, and Hybrid vs. SUV.
To Krugman, the undeserved mar-
ket success of technologies like the
QWERTY keyboard is due not to
superiority or low cost, but to early
“lock-in.” These technologies simply
beat their competitors to the punch, and market inertia
keeps them dominant — and keeps all of us dim-witted
consumers from switching en masse, even though we all
know individually we’d be better off doing so.

This is all garbage, of course. Products dominate a mar-
ket if — and only as long as — they serve consumers’ needs.
The QWERTY keyboard remains dominant because, as I
discovered first-hand, Dvordk is no better. If it were, con-
sumers would clamor for the new keyboards, and savvy
entrepreneurs would provide them.

The true lesson to be learned here is that anti-capital-
ists always underestimate the intelligence and autonomy
of individual consumers and entrepreneurs acting with-
out help or guidance from Big Brother government. To
them, we are all helpless in the face of a cruel and capri-
cious free market that rewards not innovation, but timing
and luck. They couldn’t be more wrong. I prove it every
day I sit down at my computer to type.

Anti-capitalists
always
underestimate
the intelligence
and autonomy
of individual
consumers.

BEN SOMMER is a
musician and
recording artist.
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Gays can
have children

HAROLD LICON
e Cambridge
Since the article about the
one-year anniversary of the
historic Supreme Court
decision allowing gays to
marry, “One year of gay
marriage,” (Metro, Nov. 18)
I have read two negative
letters. I'm not sure where
the authors of those letters
got their information, but
gays can have children.
First of all, in this state,
gay couples are allowed to
adopt children. Adopting
children and giving them a
life outside of an orphan-
age or foster home is a won-
derful thing. Those chil-
dren now have loving par-
ents that they would not
have had if they remained
in the custody of the state.
Secondly, other couples
have turned to invitro fertil-
ization: actual biological
children with the same
genes as one or both of the
parents, using the help of
other siblings. Those par-
ents have every right to call
them “our children” or “my
child.” We live in the 21st
century, get with the pro-
gram.

Leave gay
marriage alone

DANNY SHEA

e Charlestown

In response to Lindsey H.
Green’s letter (“It’s good
that gays can’t have kids,”
Nov. 10), I ask: Why the hell
does it matter? How does a
couple affect you? If you see
aman and a woman walk-
ing down the street, you

wouldn’t care about their
personal life, why should
you care about a couple of
the same sex?

The No. 1 question I have
for people who are against
gays and lesbians is, how the
hell do they affect your life?
If you are religious, that’s
one thing, but if you’re not
Catholic, why the hell
should it matter? Leave the
topic of gay marriage and
adoption alone. Let people
do what they want to do; it
doesn’t affect you.

Green uneducated
about gays

FRANK SULLIVAN

* via e-mail

Responding to Lindsey H.
Green’s letter (“It’s good
that gays can’t have kids,”
Nov. 10) she is glad homo-
sexuals cannot have biolog-
ical children so the gay
gene pool will be weeded
out.Ineed to remind her
that homosexuals do not
make homosexuals, hetero-
sexuals make homosexuals.
Itis the uneducated minds
like Green’s that put Presi-
dent Bush back in office
with his devastating
record.

Cease the Nader
bashing, already

GREG JOHNSON

* Boston

Does anyone else see the
irony in the fact that Ralph
Nader-bashing appears to
be all the rage, while day
after day, we quietly hear
reports of corporate scan-
dals, insider trading and
fraudulent accounting
practices that afford our
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beloved CEOs and their
friends private jets and
chauffeured limo rides
while we sway and sweat
underground with every-
one else? If losing your
retirement savings so Ken
Lay can sink a 10 footer at
Pebble Beach sounds like a
good idea, please continue
to decry the stupidity of
Nader. Calling his motives
selfish is like calling Presi-
dent Bush compassionate.

Where’s Osama,
Mr. Bush?

RICH BRITTLE

* via e-mail

Osama bin Laden is win-
ning the war on terror. The
Iraq war is bending the U.S.
economy to the breaking
point. The value of the U.S.
dollar is fleeing south so
quickly that it might be
confused for the peso in
coming weeks.

The Bush administration’s
reaction to this new eco-
nomic peril is nonchalant at
best. The spending in Wash-
ington is a lay-a-way free-for-
all to the future — meaning
the working and middle
class will be taxed heavily in
the future to pay for current
mistakes.

In the meantime, bin
Laden sits back and plans his
next attack in total leisure.
Can someone explain to me
why it’s taking more than
three years to catch him?

E-mail your letters to:
letters@metro-boston.com.
Keep them as brief as possible,
preferably under 100 words.
Metro reserves the right to edit
all letters. Please include your
name and contact information.

TODAY’S DEBATE

Why do you think
Dan Rather is
retiring as anchor
of CBS News?

John High |
20

Student
Worcester

It’s tough to say because of
the controversy at CBS a
while back. I hope they’re
not forcing him out.

Randy Cuevas
28

Bartender
Chelsea

Well he’s not the first to
retire, with Brokaw set to
go. Maybe there is some
sort of trend going on.

Kelli
Thompson
19
Student
lowa

I think he’s getting pushed
out. Because of the past
controversy, I wouldn’t be
surprised if the Bush
administration has some
hand in his leaving.

Leo Ludwick
26

Grad student
Sommerville

I honestly can’t see some-
one of his status being
forced to retire.

TONY MURPHY
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