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VIEW FROM BRADENTON
President Bush certainly is entitled to “spend the
political capital” he earned by winning re-elec-

tion. ...

The big question is, how much will his

capital buy in what could be a contentious “mar-
ketplace,” a Congress and nation sharply divided
by war, social-values issues and fiscal policy.

BRADENTON HERALD (FLA.)

VIEW FROM MUNICH

The offensive in Fallujah is filled with political and mili-
tary symbolism, which is why America’s future in Iraq
could be decided in this city. ... The attack by U.S. troops
and Iraqi National Guard members falls between two elec-

tions. ...

In the United States, the commander in chief has
just been freshly legitimized.

SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG (GERMANY)

MY VI Ew BY BEN SOMMER

letters@metro-boston.com

Trying to deal with the
delicate Arab situation

asser Arafat is dead. [One more Islamofascist bites the

dust.] Call it one small step forward for mankind. But
is it? To Arabs he was an icon, a righteous victim and defi-
ant guerrilla warrior wrapped into one man who for
decades acted as titular head of a stateless people, the
Palestinians. Recent corruption was wearing the shine off
of his reputation, but despite this and his tacit support
for the increasingly brutal Palestinian terrorists, he
remained the most viable partner for peace with Israel —
the best choice of a bad lot.

Why should Americans care about Palestine vs. Israel,
and the Middle East in general? Until recently that
would’ve been a good question.

Meddling in their affairs only got us burned in the past.
Our unstinting support of Israel earned us little in terms
of strategic advantage, while only breeding resentment
from Arabs.

But today, it should be obvious why the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict matters: Our part in it was a key motivator
for the Sept. 11 attacks, touching off an open-ended “War
on Terrorism” that promises to mire us in ideological and
armed conflict for a generation.

“So was Sept. 11 our fault?” you ask indignantly. Howev-
er harmful our policy might have been toward the Arabs,
what could possibly have justified a crime like Sept. 11?1
hate talking down to adults, but
with so many Americans having
succumbed to President Bush’s
childish view of the world as “good-
ies” vs. “baddies,” I'm afraid it’s nec-
essary — stop being a knee-jerker.

Pundit Pat Buchanan has long
been a critic of the Bush administra-
tion’s empirialistic foreign policy.
He’s no knee-jerk Republican, but a
common-sense conservative who’s
vision of a non-interventionist
America is looking better all the
time. When Bush says, “You’re with
us or against us,” Buchanan says, “If
you’re not against us we’d like you
to be with us.” When Bush says, “We
must stay the course in Iraq,”
Buchanan quotes Kenny Rogers:
“You have to know when to hold
’em, Know when to fold ’em.” When
Bush says of muslim extremists
“They hate freedom,” Buchanan asks, “Do they hate us for
who we are, or for what we do?”

Indeed, the Arabs love us for who we are. American cul-
ture reigns supreme and is emulated in the progressive
Arab cities of Damascus and Amman. What they hate us
for is our favoritism of Israel.

And why should we take sides at all? There will always
be interest groups with influence in government — pro-
Palestinians no less than pro-Israelis — who want us to
favor one side or another and to intervene on their behalf.

But our government should keep hands off any foreign
affairs that don’t directly affect Americans’ security. We
must stop giving Arab extremists reason to use America
as a scapegoat for their own misery, when their true
oppressors are their own corrupt rulers. Though I doubt
Bush will take my — and Pat Buchanan’s — advice, let’s at
least hope that Arafat’s death won’t propel us further
down a dead-end road.

“We must stop
giving Arab
extremists

reason
to use America
as a scapegoat
for their own

misery.”

BEN SOMMER is a

musician and
recording artist.
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Please send 500-word submissions to letters@metro-boston.com

LETTERS

Patriot Act doesn’t
go far enough

CHARLES STEPHENSON

« Somerville

The Patriot Act has already
proved a successful tool in
thwarting planned terror-
ist attacks, butI feel it
doesn’t go far enough. Rad-
ical Muslims with bombs
are not the only types of
terrorists who need to be
stopped. Anarchists, people
who question the presi-
dent, communists and
homosexuals are all ideo-
logical terrorists, as they
want to force their anti-
American and anti-Christ-
ian terrorist doctrine on
our society,and they seek
to overthrow this country.
All forms of terrorism must
be stopped —including ide-
ological terrorism — but
predictably, liberals will be
sympathetic to the terror-
ists. The Patriot Act is a tool
that will enable the
authorities to arrest and
imprison of these radicals.

It’s your right to
badmouth Bush

GORO MATSUO

* Brighton

I'was surprised when the
Legislature gave a blank
check to President Bush
for starting the Iraq War.
ButIam more amazed now
that more than 50 million
people gave a blank
endorsement to Bush again
with knowledge of what
will happen based on his
prior four years. This time,
people knew his promise
and what they were signing
up for. So, those who voted

for Bush better not criticize
or complain anything
about what Bush will do
from now on. As for those
that opposed him, feel free
to attack or criticize Bush
as much as you want. That
is your right and duty.

Election 2004 was
far from honest

MICHAEL CALMES

* Boston

There is now a substantial
volume of verifiable docu-
mentation that the elec-
tion of 2004 was far from
honest, with numerous
cases of vote manipulation
in key states. Nothing will
happen, though, because
the Democratic Party has
few of what the Republi-
cans have in abundance:
fighters. Does anyone doubt
that, if the shoe were on
the other foot, the Republi-
cans and their media allies
would be fomenting riots
in the streets?

Whining Democrats
are amazing awful

SEAN GATELY

* Bedford

It is truly amazing to read
all of the local Democrats
whining about their loss in
the presidential election.
True to their conspiracy
theory, magic bullet, fly-
ing-saucer ways, they now
believe that President Bush
was elected because of
voter touch-screen fraud. A
conspiracy does not exist,
we own the House, and the
Senate, we voted Tom
Daschle out, Bush won con-
vincingly by popular and
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electoral vote, and even
Massachusetts is swinging
Republican. Listen Liberals
stop whining about policy
you didn’t make and con-
spiracies that never hap-
pened.

Get over the
election, America

BEN CAMPBELL

* Framingham

America, wake up and get
over it. We use a democrat-
ic process, a freedom of
choice election whereby we
decide who leads our coun-
try. I voted Democrat, but a
Republican won. On Nov. 3,
how I voted didn’t matter
anymore. George Bush won
and is our president for
another four years.

Youth involvement
is still important

MEGAN STOKES

* Boston

I was amazed on Election
night when I heard figures,
such as, one in 10 and 17
percent, used to describe
the youth vote. One in 10
describes the portion of
total voters who were
under 25. Seventeen per-
cent is the portion of total
voters under the age of 30.
This is a victory for all of
us, and should quiet those
who claim young people
don’t care about politics.

E-mail your letters to:
letters@metro-boston.com.
Keep them as brief as possible,
preferably under 100 words.
Metro reserves the right to edit
all letters. Please include your
name and contact information.
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TODAY’S DEBATE

What impact do
you think the
resignation of
Attorney General
John Ashcroft will
have?

Michael Todd
21

Student
Worcester

Abig impact, in that foreign
countries will see we have
lost someone important.

Elizabeth
Montandon
52
Interpreter
West Roxbury

I'm just afraid they will
pick someone worse!

Gary Gregory
44

Boston tour
guide
Bellingham

I believe the Bush adminis-
tration has a mission and
it’s the same one Ashcroft
was on.

Ryan Gadsby
16

Student
Boston

Not much of an impact at
all.

TONY MURPHY

HAEHEYER WE WY 1\1

in 16 countries.

readers in 40 major cities

CAC ﬂ-EFA

* CEO, N. America: Johan Hansson
« Editor in Chief: Brian Moss

« Executive Editor: Mark Moore

« Copy Chief: Wayne Lockwood

Boston, MA 02210-1237
main: 617-210-7905
sales: 617-532-0100
sales fax: 617-357-4706
Applied | boston.com
6/7/04

* Publisher: Peggy Onstad
« Editor: Saul Williams

e-mail editorial: letters@metro-

« Circulation dir.: Jim Dorgan

New York, NY 10005
main: 212-952-1500
sales: 212-952-1500
sales fax: 212-952-1505

« Publisher: Henry E. Scott
« Editor: Michael Ventura

« Circulation director: Steve Pike

« Sales director: Robert Edmunds

e-mail sales: advertising@metro.us
e-mail editorial: editorial@metro.us

KITCHEHR B2, THE WCE Cuock KA., LBk, FOLE TOORMDW WHEY TIME
LEHL 0T .. AHD ll"---- ____,./II( SLotes,.. IT AL, ME HRE
THE BED TABLE CMOCK l' CREEY TUE | To oo ﬁ"“ﬁthr‘.
SAYE Eil3 DHE -
i e
) P b L) [ we BerTER
WELL, WL, picia ol VIR — 1S
pME 1€ mantl ELRMT- DU -TMREE
I i ; 5 Y WD FINE-
& — N . — 'EI'-':H':M
*;“’ :
d-
Metro is the world’s largest global Boston New York Philadelphia
newspaper, with 14 million daily 320 Congress St. (5th floor) 44 Wall St. 100 S. Broad St., Suite 1210

Philadelphia, PA 19110

main: 215-717-2600

sales: 215-717-2664

sales fax: 215-717-2627

e-mail sales: advertising@metro-
philly.com ¢ e-mail editorial:
letters@metro-philly.com

e Publisher: Johan Hansson

« Editor: Eric Fisher

* Sales director: Ed Abrams

e Circulation director: Joe Lauletta






